Clinical presentations and complications of hairy cell leukemia.
HCL typically presents in middle-aged men, and is characterized by splenomegaly and cytopenias. Hepatomegaly may be present, but it usually is not a salient feature. Peripheral adenopathy is uncommon. Other organ manifestations occur, but are unusual. patients are now presenting with a less tumor burden, as a result of earlier diagnosis. Leukocytosis/lymphocytosis should suggest HCl variant. Infectious complications, which were common in the past and the major cause of death, have become rare in the era of purine analog therapy. Whether there is a true increased risk for second malignancies remains controversial.